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1. Northern Great Plain Region - The Puszta inside
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The North Great Plain Region (“Eszak-Alfoldi Régié”) is the eastern Gate of the
European Union: bordered by Ukraine and Romania. It has three counties: Szabolcs-
Szatmar-Bereg, Hajdd-Bihar and Jasz-Nagykun-Szolnok. Its territory is approx. 18.000
km?, the number of inhabitants is 1.5 millions. 100,000 enterprises operate in the region.
The availability of the Region ensured via International Airport Debrecen, the Highway
M3 and hourly intercity trains from Budapest.

The regional capital city, and also the second largest city of Hungary, Debrecen
(www.debrecen.hu) is a university city, the centre of the Central-European
protestantism. Szolnhok town (www.szolnok.hu) situated 80 kms from the International
Airport Budapest-Ferihegy and the part of the eastern suburbs of Budapest. Nyiregyhaza
(www.nyiregyhaza.hu), the most eastern city in the West, has several networks to the
closed Slovakia, Ukraine and Romania. The local governments support investors via
administrative way, decreased the bureaucracy.

The Region is a traditional agricultural area with strong agriculture and food-
industry-related machine manufacturing culture. In the cities there are present investors,
like the Neusiedler (Szolnok), FAG (Debrecen), National Instruments (Debrecen) and
Flextronics (Nyiregyhdza). The strong secondary, vocational and higher education
ensures the development of local companies.

The Region has old traditions in the
“health-industry”, including spas and
health tourism, excellent «clinics and
8 medical universities, which tradition will
i£ be enriched in the future by biotech, bio-
| food and herbal industry. More mineral
¢ water from the Region won an award at
i the AquaExpo, Paris.

Actually, You had known previously the North Great Plain Region: this is the Hungarian
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2. Regional Characteristics

2.1 General indicators and figures

Northern
Great
Plain
Area*, km? 17 749
4 | Population, thousand persons* thousand 1514
= persons
= | Thereof: age of 0-14 years, % % 16,9
E age of 15-64 years, % % 68,3
©
) age of 65-x years, % % 14,8
o
= | GDP** million EUR 9 156
O
= | Thereof: Agriculture, % % 8,5
g Industry and construction, % % 31,5
c
(O]
O Services, % % 60,0
GDP per capita** thousand EUR 6,0
*2008
**2006

2.2 Industry, construction

Northern
Great
Plain
s Industrial production, volume index* % 101,1
g Industrial sales* % 95,5
g Thereof:
; Domestic sales, volume index % 96,0
% Export sales, volume index % 94,8
~ | Production of construction, volume index** % 95,0
*2008 Q1-3
**2008 Q1
4
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2.3 Enterprises

Northern

Great
Plain

Number of registered enterprises* 135 980
Thereof:
in manufacturing 8 153
o in construction 10 969
£ in trade 26 997
9 providing real estate/business services 39 891
(@ others (%) 49 970
Number of enterprises per 1 000 inhabitants* 155
Number of foreign-owned enterprises** 812
Number of 100% foreign owned companies** 539
*2007
**2006

2.4 Investmentx*

Northern
Great Plain

=

g Foreign direct investment stock million EUR 1991
g

~ | Share in total FDI stock in Hungary % 3,7
*2006

2.5 Main foreigh companies present in the region

Company name Profile Employees

Electrolux white goods manufacturing 4,500
Samsung electronics 1,500
E.ON energy 2,000
FAG machine industry 1,200
TEVA pharmaceutics 2,000
Michelin chemical industry 1,000
Zeiss optomechatronics 900
National Instruments electronics 1,200
Carrier machine industry 300

SEI IT shared service centre 300
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2.6 Labour market

Northern

Great Plain

thousand

3
Number of employed people persons 512,2
Economically actives* thousand 578,1
persons
Economically inactives* thousand 568,6
persons
Participation rate** % 50,8
Employment rate** % 45,3
Unemployment rate*** % 11,3
thousand
K Kk
Number of unemployed persons 65,9
Thereof:
Man thousand 32,8
persons
Woman thousand 33,1
persons
E Number of registered jobseekers***
E Thereof:
thousand
g younger than 19 persons 4,12
= thousand
© -
fig 20-24 persons 16,14
25-34 thousand 29,37
persons
35-44 thousand 26,98
persons
45-54 thousand 22,44
persons
thousand
35" persons 6,18
Thereof:
with high level education % 3,55
with secondary education % 47,9
with primary school or less than 8 grades % 48,56
Gross average monthly wages*** EUR 614,54
Blue-collar*** EUR 452,18
White-collar*** EUR 836,05
*2008 Q2
**2007
**%2008 Q3
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2.7 Education*

Central

Transdanubia

Number of secondary schools 311
Thereof:

grammar schools 154

specialized secondary schools 157

Graduates / year 6 700

Number of vocational schools 110

5 | Graduates / year 7 647

§ Number of billingual schools 10

¥ | Number of universities or colleges 6

Number of university - college graduates / year 6 649
Thereof:

Engineer 180

Business 1125

IT 148

Others 5196
*2007/2008

2.8 Research and development*

Northern
Great
Plain
Number of R&D units 335
o)
E? Number of R&D personnel 2417
R&D expenditure million EUR 82,2
*2007

2.9 Infrastructure

Northern

Great Plain

., | Public road network* km 5 085
é Thereof:

% Motorway km 108
ug Public road per 100 km? km 28,7
= | Main telephone lines per 1 000 inhabitants** 252

*2006 **2007
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